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ABSTRACT 

Dental education has changed a lot in the last decades alone. If ten years students were receiving mainly 

frontal teaching nowadays they are actively involved in the educational process. Being an educator in the dental 

field has become more a mission than a job and students should be treated as partners with full rights.  

The international associations like IADS and YDW have a crucial role in fulfilling the education process of 

dental students and creating new opinion leaders in the field. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The International Association of Dental 

Students is the oldest and most renown 

organization in the world which was founded 

more than sixty years ago with the main aim 

of uniting all dental students regardless their 

geographic localization. 

The organization has its’ central office 

located in Geneva – Switzerland together 

with the World Dental Federation (FDI).  

If in the beginning the main roles of the 

organization were to bring dental students 

worldwide and to encourage the exchange of 

knowledge, now the association has many 

directions of action from dental research to 

professional advocacy. 

Young Dentists Worldwide was an 

organization founded by former IADS 

leaders with the clear aim of filling up the 

gap between the student level and the senior 

professional one. 

 

 

Projects  

The main joint project of IADS and YDW 

is the Annual World Dental Congress which 

is organized every year in another corner of 

the world. 

This conference offers the unique chance 

to meet new colleagues from all around the 

world and to bond professional relationships 

that will last for a lifetime. 

A reason for national pride is that 

Romania has hosted twice the IADS & 

YDWAnnual World Dental Congress in 2009 

in Iasi and in 2012 in Bucharest. 

The Mid Year Meeting is a working 

meeting for IADS that is held usually in 

spring can anticipates the main activity 

guidelines for the current year. 

YDW has a meeting as well every two 

years during IDS Cologne-Germany. 

 

Scientific Research 

Both IADS and YDW encourage scientific 

research through many activities in the 
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benefit of the dental students and young 

doctors.  

IADS has also a International Scientific 

Officer in charge of these issues and YDW 

has a Scientific Director that organizes the 

educational events. 

SCORE Lecture Contest is one of the 

most prestigious scientific contests for dental 

students. Every year during MYM and 

Congress the best dental students can receive 

international recognition for their hard work 

in the field of dental research. 

YDW FORUM is a great event organized 

during the FDI Annual World Dental 

Congress where esteemed speakers give 

lectures focused on the practical special 

features of the young dentist.  

The journal Dental Students’ Research is 

released periodically and offers the 

opportunity for dental students to disseminate 

the results of their work.  

In the same time YDW has published the 

Alumni International Magazine (AIM) where 

young graduates can share their experience or 

express their points of view regarding dental 

profession. 

Professional Advocacy 

Both IADS and YDW have 

representatives during the FDI Annual World 

Dental Congress which participate actively to 

the Education Committee. 

In this way the two sister associations can 

bring their contribution to the development of 

dental education at a global level. 

 

Educational Leadership 

IADS and YDW have contributed 

significantly to the evolution of dental 

education through encouraging the 

democratic exchange of opinion and adopting 

the best international educational policies.  

Many former leaders of IADS and YDW 

have joined the academics and they are now 

respected professors in well ranked 

universities around the world. 

 

Professional Impact 

The professional impact of these two 

association is huge because they have a 

tremendous contribution is personal 

development of dental students, determining 

them to perform at the highest standards and 

to always seek for perfection. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

Dental students which have been actively 

involved in the activities of IADS and YDW 

are more performant and more motivated to 

reach their goals in a career focused on the 

field of dental medicine. 

International associations can influence in 

a positive manner the professional outcome 

of the dental students in order for them to 

reach excellence in their profession.
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